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A LEVELS AT CHELTENHAM COLLEGE  
 

Your choice of A-level courses has consequences for success and enjoyment in Sixth 
Form, at university and possibly in a career.  This booklet aims to introduce the courses 
on offer at the College and to help everyone make an informed decision. 

 
The structure of the A -level courses 
 
The school-leaving qualifications in England are called A levels.  Each A level is made 
up of two parts:  AS (Advanced Subsidiary) and A2 (Advanced 2nd year).  AS is of a less 
demanding standard than A2 and will stand on its own as half an A level.  To get a full 
A level in a subject it is necessary to take AS and A2 in that subject.  
 
At Cheltenham College you will study four subjects in Lower Sixth, and take the AS 
exams in May and June at the end of the Lower Sixth year.  You are most likely then to 
drop one subject and study three in Upper Sixth, achieving three A levels and an AS.  A 
typical example might be: 
 Lower Sixth: Chemistry, English, Politics and French 
 Upper Sixth: Chemistry, English and French 
This would give you A levels in Chemistry, English and French, and an AS in Politics.   
Doing three subjects in Upper Sixth gives the time for broad reading and the wide range 
of activities we offer; and the received advice from universities is that you will be in a 
stronger position with excellent grades achieved in three A levels and an AS than with 
lesser grades in four or more A levels. 
 
College also offers you the opportunity to enter for the Extended Project Qualification.  
This is a new qualification which universities look on very favourably; it requires pupils 
to complete a 6000-word dissertation on a subject of your own choice or to enter 
performances or designs.  The research is supported by a course of lectures. 
 
Combinations of subjects  
 
College positively encourages diversity and the mixing of arts, science, humanities and 
languages.  To make the timetable work, however, the subjects must be grouped into 
blocks, and there is no blocking system that will meet every wish.  Many combinations 
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of choices will be available including all the obvious ones, but timetabling and other 
constraints may make certain combinations impossible to achieve each year.  We do our 
very best to accommodate as many as we can. 
 
GCSE grades 

 
It is difficult to succeed at A level in most subjects unless your GCSE grades show that 
you are good at that kind of work and thinking.  In general the minimum requirement 
for pursuing a subject at A-level is a B grade at GCSE either in the subject itself or in a 
closely-related one (GCSE History if you want to study Politics; GCSE Maths or Physics 
if you want to take Economics).  Even a B grade is occasionally not enough for success at 
A level in some subjects such as Mathematics and Biology: discuss the question with the 
appropriate Head of Department, with your tutor and Housemistress or –master, or 
with the Director of Teaching and Learning. 
 
Universities  
 

Universities in the UK use A-level results to offer places.  Some universities require 
specific grades (ABB for example); some require points (an A grade counts for 120 
points, B for 100, C for 80 and so on).   AS results count as half an A level and contribute 
towards university entry.   Cambridge will make use of the new A* grade in their offers. 
 

How to choose A levels  
 
There are various things to think about: 
 

¥ Some university courses require one or two specific A levels.  Please see the 
section on ‘University Entry’ 

 
¥ Some of you will be giving up subjects at which you are not strong.  

 
¥ The best choices are those based on academic enjoyment and interest. Which 

subjects (not which teachers!) are most rewarding, fun and challenging?  
 

You should discuss choices with Housemistresses and Housemasters, with tutors, with 
Heads of Departments, with teachers, with me if I can help.  Those contemplating a new 
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subject like Economics, Business Studies or Politics must discuss them with the Heads of 
Departments.  There are many opportunities for such discussions and they should be 
taken. 

 

Sixth Form is a marvellously exciting and enjoyable time of study, a chance to focus on 
strengths and to get to grips with them in depth.  It lays the foundations for university 
study but also for a whole life's sense of interest and achievement.  College pupils are 
notably good at A levels.   Good luck in choosing wisely and profitably. 

 

 
 
Charles Runacres 
Director of Teaching and Learning 
runacres.charles@cheltcoll.gloucs.sch.uk 
Mobile: 07900 680890 
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UNIVERSITY ENTRY  

 
Head of Sixth Form - Dr R D A Woodberry  

 
Subject requirements for Higher Education  

 
The usual entry requirement for a UK university is three passes at A level, supported by 
one AS Level and four GCSEs in other subjects.  GCSEs in Mathematics and English  (or 
the IELTs qualification) are required and sometimes a foreign language is as well.  A 
GCSE in a science subject is required for certain careers, such as teaching. 
 
At the more competitive universities the minimum offer is likely to be BBB (and may of 
course be higher).  Medical, Veterinary Science, English, History and Law courses 
usually require AAA or AAB.  Offers from Cambridge and Oxford are unlikely to be 
lower than AAA in any subject: Cambridge are likely to ask for A*AA. 
 
Specific subjects  

 
Care needs to be taken over A2 Level choice for certain degree courses. 
 
Chemistry is normally required  for Agriculture, Biochemistry, Biology, Dentistry, Food 
Sciences, Medicine, Oceanography, Pharmacy, Physiology and Veterinary Sciences.  
Biology would normally be highly advisable for Medicine/Veterinary Medicine though 
the third subject can be flexible. 
 
Most other scientific subjects at the top universities prefer two Science A levels plus 
Mathematics. Engineering requires Mathematics, and preferably Physics.  
 
On the Arts side, the subject of the degree course is usually required at A level with, in 
some cases, a foreign language.  Grouping Arts and Social Science subjects together, 
such as English and History or Geography and Economics and Government and Politics, 
can often be both beneficial and interesting.  Arts subjects with a Modern or an Ancient 
Language are always a potent combination. 
 
Pure Economics degree courses often require Mathematics A level.  
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The following disciplines do not usually require any specific pattern: 
 
 Archaeology, Art and Design, Business Studies, Physical Education, 
 Non-European Languages, Law, Drama, Philosophy, 
 Politics/International Relations, Psychology, Sociology, Theology, 
 
but benefit from a range of disciplines, i.e. for Archaeology: Fine Art, History, 
Mathematics plus a fourth subject. 
  
N.B. Art and Design courses will require both a portfolio of work and a Foundation 
Course to be taken in a gap year. 
 
Cheltenham College has an excellent record in placing both Arts and Science candidates 
at the major universities with Birmingham, Bristol, Cambridge, Durham, Edinburgh, 
Exeter, Leeds, London, Newcastle, Nottingham and Oxford being some of the most 
popular destinations over the last five years (precise details can be found in the red 
‘Higher Education’ booklet for 2008). 
 
GCSE performance has become an important selection factor - e.g. a good grade in Latin 
or Modern Languages for English or History, and, especially, a good GCSE Mathematics 
standard for Business Studies, Estate Management and Economics. 
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ART  

 

Head of Department - Mr M H Ward  

 

The A level in Art is open to any pupil who has passed GCSE Art at Grade B or above. 
 
Candidates must understand that use of free time on this subject is essential and that 
they must show the necessary dedication and interest to continue with their work 
whenever opportunities arise.  If you are creative and good at drawing you will 
probably have the basic skills to succeed. However AS/A-level Art is not an easy option.  
You should have an understanding of the elements of Art - colour, tone, form, etc, and 
an understanding of its history and purpose. Above all you should have a personal 
interest in creating and a determination to develop that interest. 
 
Syllabus and teaching method  

 
The skills that will be developed are varied but will include: a working knowledge of 
materials, practices and technology; the ability to interpret and express your ideas 
through materials; the ability to develop your imagination and creativity, to experiment, 
analyse and document using specialist vocabulary. 
 
Advanced Subsidiary (AS)  

 

This is the first half of the A-level course.  You can take the AS Level on its own:  or you 
can decide to continue into the second year to complete a full A-level qualification.  
Bearing in mind the continuum of this subject, the accumulated skills, experience and 
maturity over two years rather than one, candidates are strongly advised to consider the 
full two-year course to A level, as the standards achieved at the end of two years are 
likely to be very much higher. 
 
There are four Units to the full A-level course.  
 
Unit 1 Coursework Unit     60% of the AS or 30% of A level  

 

This is an extended unit of practical coursework.  You will be required to work 
sequentially and independently from a personal starting point towards a well-
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considered conclusion or number of conclusions.  Work submitted must include a work 
journal or sketchbook, evidence of research, analysis, experiment, development, 
realisation and written evaluation.  (Internally set and marked.  Externally moderated.) 
 

Unit 2 Timed Test                                          40% of the AS or 20% of A level  

 

The question paper will be given to you in February.  The timed element of 8 hours will 
not be carried out until in the Summer Term of the year of the exam. You must submit 
an unaided unit of work, preparatory studies and investigative work in your work 
journal.  (Externally set.  Internally marked.  Externally moderated) 
 
The above two units complete the first year of AS which can be certificated on its own or 
taken on with the next two units to become a full A-level qualification. 
 
Advanced Level (A2)  

 

Unit 3 Practical Work/ Personal Study                  60% of A2 -  30% of A level  

 

This unit incorporates two elements.  Practical work which has definite links with the 
personal study, which will be an investigation into some aspect of Art and Design.  Both 
elements will be marked under one assessment grid.  The personal study can be a 
written, illustrated thesis of 1000-3000 words, a tape or slide presentation, a video or a 
display of practical work with a written text of no more than 1000 words.  Design and 
presentation of this study will be important.  (Internally set and marked.  Externally 
moderated.) 
     
 Unit 4 External Set Assignment              40% of A2 -      20% of A level 

 

This will be a question similar to the one set for Unit 2 External Assignment, which will 
be available in February of the year of the exam.  A very general topic will be set, e.g. 
‘Transitions’, and a number of starting points given.  It will be possible to develop this 
unit out of coursework already undertaken.  Consideration for this unit should begin at 
the start of the A-level course but the 12 hours of supervised work should not be carried 
out until the Summer term of that year. 
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This gives you a chance to bring together much of what has already been learned using 
personal style and expression.  Work submitted must include sufficient preparatory 
work to cover the assessment objectives and the finished piece completed in 12 hours.  
(Internally marked.  Externally moderated.) 
 
Art and other subjects  

 

As a means of broadening the subject base for Sixth Formers it is hoped that due 
consideration will be given to including a practical, expressive subject.  Those taking 
both Art and Design Technology will have the advantage of producing a portfolio of 
depth and variety for Art College application.  It is imperative that you understand that 
time organisation, working to deadlines and the ability to work independently and in 
free time are extremely important to success in this subject. 
 
Relevance of Art to your f uture  

 

Although the syllabus provides a framework and goal, it should be regarded as a means 
to develop interest, skills and experience rather than as an end in itself.  The production 
of a varied portfolio of work showing evidence of independent ideas, commitment and 
ability, carries far more proof of artistic worth than examination work in isolation, 
particularly for those wishing to enter Art College.  Applications for Foundation Study 
Courses at Art College are generally submitted in December of your final Sixth Form 
year.  This is the usual route for those wishing to take practical Art further.  After this 
Foundation year you will be able to apply for degree courses in more specialised areas.  
Many careers are possible including advertising, marketing, design, architecture, 
publishing and the media.  
 
Examination specification  

 

Edexcel - AS Art and Design: Fine Art 8FA01 
Edexcel - A2 Art and Design: Fine Art 9FA01 
 
Web address: 
http://art.edexcel.org.uk/VirtualContent/103323/Centre_Guidance_document_GCE_2
009_new_spec1.pdf 
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BIOLOGY  

 
Head of Department - Mr C Rouan  

 
Biology is one of the most popular and relevant subjects in the school curriculum today 
and with such controversial and challenging issues as BSE, GM foods, AIDS, cancer, 
human fertility, the Human Genome Project, environmental destruction, pollution and 
global warming, this subject touches all of our lives in some way or another.  At both AS 
and A level, Biology is a modern and exciting course, which thrives on a keen interest in 
the study of living organisms, an enjoyment of investigative work both in the laboratory 
and in the field, and an awareness of new developments and their implications to 
society in the 21st Century. 
 
Despite its popularity it is important to point out that Biology is a very demanding A 
level and very different from the subject encountered at GCSE.  Successful pupils will 
need to be proficient in a range of skills from understanding complex biochemistry, 
genetics, statistics, probability, data handling, chemical and mathematical equations to 
being able to write fluent essays and explain advanced physiological processes in 
succinct biological language. 
 
It is essential that pupils choosing this subject have shown a distinct aptitude for Science 
and have achieved at least grades B in Mathematics and B in Biology or BB in GCSE 
Double Award Science, although A and A* grades are a better indicator of ultimate 
success at A level.    
 
The AS and A2 courses aim to – 
 
¥ Continue the enjoyment and further develop a personal interest in the study of 

living organisms. 
¥ Develop a scientific approach to the solving of problems within the context of 

planning and conducting investigations, linking theory and experimental work. 
¥ Develop skills necessary to work safely with apparatus, biological material and 

living organisms. 
¥ Recognise the responsible use of Biology in society, i.e. technological applications 

and their ethical, social, economic, and environmental implications. 
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¥ Provide scientific training, either as an end in itself, or as a foundation for more 
advanced study. 

¥ Develop greater knowledge and a deeper understanding of the living processes 
within and around us. 

 

Syllabus and teaching method  

 

The AS course consists of foundation units which include topics such as biochemistry, 
molecules, cell ultra structure, enzymes, body systems, biodiversity and how biology 
influences our lives today in the fields of industry, medicine and agriculture.   The A2 
course builds upon the AS foundation year and takes the subject to a deeper and more 
challenging level.  Topics studied include inheritance, variation, evolution and 
ecosystems, physiology, gene expression and environmental adaptation.  
 
Whenever possible our teaching is based upon practical work and the outstanding 
facilities of the department provide every opportunity for pupil involvement.  At both 
AS and A2 level practical work is assessed and contributes to the final grade.  
 
Biology and other subjects  

 

For those pupils looking for a broad curriculum and wishing to study only one Science 
subject, then Biology is a popular choice.  For those who wish to study Biology at 
university, we are finding that many do not now require another A-level Science.  This 
increases the range of subject combinations that can be successfully chosen.  However, 
those universities with the most demanding entry requirements will usually favour 
candidates with Chemistry or, in some cases, another Science.  Intending medical and 
veterinary pupils are very strongly advised to take Biology, with Chemistry being 
compulsory. 
 
Relevance of Biology to your future  

 

Many former A level Biology pupils have happily followed degree courses in Biology, 
Environmental Science, Medicine, Nursing, Dentistry, Psychology, Pharmacy, 
Anthropology, Physiotherapy, Food Science, Biochemistry, Agriculture, Sports Science, 
Education and Veterinary Science at a wide range of universities including significant 
places at both Oxford and Cambridge.  
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For the intending medical pupil, Biology is an obvious choice, since many topics relate 
closely to human anatomy and physiology and the sheer breadth of the subject will 
provide a continually stimulating intellectual challenge. 
 
“Biology has always occupied a special position among the Sciences because its aims are 
to understand the living processes that go on within and around us.  Today, in a world 
of dwindling resources, there are many crucial challenges for the future biologist, such 
as the development and improvement of agriculture, food production, medicine, 
environmental management and biotechnology.  The botanist, geneticist, microbiologist 
and zoologist all have a part to play.” (University Prospectus) 
 
Examination Specification  

 

AQA Biology AS 1411 
AQA Biology A2 2411 
Web address: http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/biology_new.php 
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BUSINESS STUDIES  

 

Head of Department Ð Mrs A C Chapman  

 
Whereas Economics studies how firms and individuals behave with regard to how they 
allocate their scarce resources Business Studies develops and understanding of how 
firms organise themselves most effectively to cope with a constantly changing business 
environment.  Pupils are asked to assess the situation facing businesses, explain why 
they might be facing problems and suggest and evaluate strategies to overcome those 
problems using established business theories.  Therefore analysis, problem solving and a 
sound understanding of the theories form the core skills. 
 
The course has been redesigned to look at the evolution of business over time.  Initially 
it looks at the planning and start-up phase, then at managing a small to medium sized 
business, looking at marketing, finance, people management and production functions. 
In the Upper Sixth pupils are encouraged to think at a strategic level, assess risk and 
consider the ways in which bigger firms especially manage change.  This requires a 
good understanding of the competitive environment and the effects of economic, social 
and technological changes. 
 
The method of teaching is to use as many examples of real businesses as possible, to 
examine the different ways firms organise themselves using case studies, visits and 
video to observe business in action.  This is then supported by study of business theory. 
Business Studies gives an insight into the business world and the concepts studied will 
be applied in most commercial organisations.  It provides a useful platform for degree 
level study in accounting, marketing and general business related courses as well as an 
awareness of commercial considerations for those who choose nominally unrelated 
careers and courses at university. 
 
There is no requirement to have studied GCSE Economics or Business Studies before 
undertaking the AS/A2 course.  The main characteristics for success are hard work, a 
willingness to ask questions and a desire to take an interest in contemporary business 
issues.  Please note that this subject requires good numeracy skills.  Financial planning 
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and strategic decision-making require pupils to be competent and comfortable with 
basic mathematics. 
 
Choosing both Business Studies and Economics is not recommended as some 
universities consider the subjects too similar. 
 
Examined units  

 

AS Unit 1 Planning and Financing a new business  
A combination of short answer questions with some extended writing also.  Duration 1 
hour 30 minutes  
 
AS Unit 2 Managing a Business  
Two compulsory stimulus response questions.  Duration 1 hour 30 minutes 
 

A2 Unit 3 Ð Strategies for Success 
A case study including areas of study on marketing, finance, people and operations.  
This will be based round a case study and asks candidates to consider a major strategic 
decision.  Duration 1 hour 45 minutes. 
 
A2 Unit 4 The Business Environment and Managing Change  
Candidates will be given a pre-release research theme, for example globalisation.   
Candidates will then be asked to answer a data response question on this theme (a 
choice of 1 from 2).  There is also an essay section where candidates have a choice of 3 
essay titles and are required to choose one.  Duration 1 hour 45 minutes 
 
Examination Specification  

 
AQA Business Studies 2130 
Web address: http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/business_studies_new.php 

 
Textbooks  

AQA Business Studies for AS 
ISBN: 9780340958643 
AQA Business Studies for A2 
ISBN: 9780340973578 
Recommended website: www.tutor2u.net 
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CHEMISTRY  

 
Head of Dept - Mr J L Jones 

 
Introduction  
 

The course builds on the knowledge, understanding and process skills inherent in GCSE 
and IGCSE.  It is expected that pupils will have achieved a minimum (I)GCSE B grade in 
Chemistry or BB in Double Award Science although an A grade is a better indicator of 
ultimate success at A level.  The subject integrates theory and practical work, which are 
developed at different levels throughout the course.  Our excellent facilities allow 
extensive opportunities for experimental work, which underpins all we do. 
 
The AS and A2 qualification aims to  

¥ stimulate and sustain pupils’ interest in, and enjoyment of, Chemistry 
¥ enable pupils to gain a deep understanding and knowledge of Chemistry and to 

appreciate its inter-linking patterns 
¥ show how the subject plays a vital role (social, economic, environmental and 

technical) in society 
¥ develop pupils’ skills in laboratory procedures and techniques 
¥ provide opportunities for pupils to develop their powers of imaginative, logical 

and critical thinking. 
 
Chemistry AS/A level is suitable for pupils who have enjoyed their GCSE Chemistry 
course and who want to take it further for its own sake or to support other qualifications 
or progress to further studies. 
 
Syllabus and teaching method  

 

In the Lower Sixth Form pupils will undertake a Foundation course which involves 
study of atomic structure, bonding, Periodic Table and quantitative work (the 
mathematics needed for A level Chemistry is covered by GCSE Mathematics).  Pupils 
will also study much more organic chemistry and physical chemistry such as 
equilibrium, rates and energy changes.  In the first year much of the work is at AS level, 
with forays into the more demanding A2 syllabus and beyond. 
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In the Upper Sixth the central ideas from the first year are built upon; organic chemistry 
is developed to a greater extent and inorganic topics, such as the transition elements, are 
covered fully.  As the course develops pupils will appreciate how the subject plays such 
a vital role in modern society and how much it has to offer in solving some of the 
world’s problems.  Practical work is central to our scheme of work.  There will be 
opportunities for practical work most weeks.  The practical aspects of A level Chemistry 
are assessed via specific tasks set by the examination board, undertaken during the 
course of two years. 
 

Chemistry and other subjects  

 

Chemistry fits well with all the other Sciences and Mathematics.  Modern Biology relies 
heavily on chemical ideas and Chemistry A level overlaps well with some of the A level 
Physics course. The abstract thinking developed in Mathematics is of great value to 
chemists, and A-level geographers find that Chemistry helps them greatly with Physical 
Geography. 
 
At the College it is common for Sixth Formers to choose mixed A levels providing a 
broad platform of advance study.  We welcome this approach.  Some find that at the end 
of the Lower Sixth AS level is sufficient to support their further studies but the majority 
of pupils follow the subject to its full conclusion at A2 level.  Chemistry is an ideal 
subject to choose as a single science combined with other subjects since it sits at a central 
point in the sciences, spanning both the biological and physical domains.  Many pupils 
have successfully studied A level Chemistry with subjects as diverse as English, History 
or Economics.  National comparative studies of A levels have shown that Chemistry is 
one of the ‘hard’ A levels but it has been our experience that hard-working, well-
motivated pupils are successful and gain enormously from the intellectual demands that 
the subject makes. 
 
Relevance of Chemistry to your future  

 

A good Chemistry A level result is regarded with great favour by universities and 
employers.  It can lead to degree courses in chemistry, Natural Sciences, engineering, 
medicine, veterinary science, pharmacy, environmental science, materials science, 
geology and many others.  It is a compulsory requirement for Medicine and Veterinary 
Science. 
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For those with Oxbridge ambitions it is worth knowing that, although recruitment into 
chemical degree courses and the chemical industry has increased in recent years, entry 
to Oxford for Chemistry, Biochemistry and Science of Materials is somewhat easier than 
it is for other competitive subjects.  We have a long record of Oxbridge success in 
Chemistry. 
 
Many pupils also embark on university courses and then careers which have no 
chemical content (such as Law, Accounting, Economics, Management, Computing) but 
they take with them the skills of analysis, problem-solving, clear communication, 
abstract thinking and practical dexterity that they acquire from the A-level course. 

 
Examination Specification  

 

OCR Chemistry ‘A’ (2008 onwards):  H034 (AS) modules F321, F322 and F323 
      H434 (A2) modules F324, F325 and F326 
Web address: www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications 
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AS CRITICAL THINKING  
 
 
Head of Department - Dr S J C Morton  

 

Well established in the USA as an academic discipline, Critical Thinking is relatively 
new on this side of the Atlantic but is currently the fastest growing A level subject in the 
UK.  It was first offered at College in 2007 and is at present available only at AS as a two-
year course. 
 
The central elements of the course are argument and counter-argument. Students will 
learn how to analyse, evaluate and present their own basic arguments and how to 
identify and analyse the components of more complex arguments.  They will learn to 
appreciate how arguments can be constructed, present their own arguments and learn 
how to assess the credibility of evidence offered in support of the claims of others. 
 
The factual content of Critical Thinking is quite minimal.  Nevertheless the course is a 
challenging one and requires the routine use of the kind of skills that are considered 
‘high-level’ in other disciplines.  Students will apply these skills drawn from information 
in their other subject options and other academic areas as well as contemporary 
developments in politics, society, public policy, science and technology. 
 
The ability to understand our own thought processes and to assess the validity of 
various lines of reasoning are important life skills in their own right.  Critical Thinking is 
an implicit requirement in almost every academic discipline and is being increasingly 
used in professional and university entrance tests to select the most able candidates. 
 
Examination Specification  

 

OCR Critical Thinking AS H052 
Web address: 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gce/hss/critical_thinking/index.aspx 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY  

(Resistant Materials)  
 

Head of D epartment Ð Mr G J Cutts  

It is impossible to escape from product design: how the products we surround ourselves 
with are produced, what technology gives them a competitive edge, what their aesthetic 
influences are and how can they be improved.  The AS and A2 Product Design 
(Resistant Materials Technology) course aims to answer these questions and more, 
giving pupils an appreciation and understanding of the man-made environment we live 
in. 
 
Pupils should have a strong interest in designing, problem solving, modelling, making 
and evaluating products and production systems.  Throughout the course pupils will be 
given the opportunity to develop their creativity, presentation and practical skills, to 
apply knowledge and understanding of technological activities and to develop critical 
analysis skills.  Pupils will be expected to contribute in a much more active role than at 
GCSE.  They will be given guidance, but ultimately must be self-motivated and 
determined to succeed at the highest level.  
 

Syllabus and teach ing method  

 
AS is broken down into two units 
 
Unit 1:  Portfolio of Creative Skills (Coursework)  

¥ This will consist of three distinct sections 
o Product investigation: analysing a products performance; the materials 

and components used to manufacture the product; methods of 
manufacture used and possible alternatives and the quality checks and 
standards associated with the product. 

o Product design:  the design, development, presentation, modelling and 
testing of a design within a set brief. 

o Product manufacture:  the production planning, manufacture and testing 
of a product or products from detailed working drawings. 
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Unit 2:  Design and Technology in Practice  

Pupils will study: 
 

¥ Materials, components and systems used in product design.  
¥ The working properties of materials. 
¥ Industrial and commercial process used in the production of products. 
¥ Production systems, scales of production and their related quality control issues, 

standards, and safety procedures. 
¥ Health and Safety at work. 

 
The full A-level qualification is made up of the AS units plus two more units which are 
studied at A2 Level in the second year. 
 

Unit 3:  Design for the future  

Pupils will study: 
 

¥ The use of Information and Communication Technology in design, manufacture, 
marketing and sales. 

¥ The use of biotechnology in the design of materials, their use in industry and 
environmental impact. 

¥ Manufacturing systems, the integration of computers and use of robots and 
artificial intelligence. 

¥ The effects of technological change on society. 
¥ Influences of Design history on the development of products. 
¥ The use of ergonomics when designing and application of anthropometric data. 
¥ Sustainable design and manufacturing. 

 

Unit 4:  Commercial Design  

¥ Projects chosen, designed and made by the pupil. 
¥ Covers all of the skills related to designing and making, i.e. clarifying tasks, 

generating and developing ideas, solving problems, detail designing, 
communicating ideas and information, planning, evaluating, using ICT and 
working with materials. 

¥ Pupils must adopt a commercial design approach to their work, with a client or 
user group being referred to through the design process. 
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D & T and other subjects  

A-level Design and Technology is designed to be either a complementary subject to 
Mathematics, Physics, Art and Design or to be a contrasting subject with English, 
History, Geography and Modern Languages. 

Relevance of D & T to your future  

The subject is particularly suitable for pupils considering a career in Design, Engineering 
or Architecture, but it is also likely to have a wider appeal to those wishing to gain a 
greater understanding of our man-made environment and to develop essential problem 
solving skills.  It can also be taken if you just enjoy it. 
 
Examination Specification  

 

Edexcel DT AS 8RM01 
Edexcel DT A2 9RM01 
Web address: 
http://www.edexcel.com/quals/gce/gce08/dt/product/Pages/default.aspx 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY  

(Textiles)  

Head of Department Ð Mr G J Cutts  

Teacher Ð Mrs B Kaja  

 

This is Product Design, but designing and making using Textiles Technology.  Pupils 
can focus on either fashion or interior design products and the practical work is 
supported by an understanding of the technical aspects of textiles. They will develop 
their own ideas - exploring different decorative and production methods and learning 
how to plan ahead and problem solve. This will enable them to create original, high 
quality products. This gives the pupils a very strong foundation of knowledge to build 
on at University or Art School. 
 
It is important to have some aesthetic sense and some practical skills to begin with.  
Pupils should be interested in designing and making and evaluating current trends and 
innovations. The syllabus encompasses the historical, the cultural, the 
moral/environmental, the business and commercial, the sociological, the high tech and 
the scientific aspects of this large area of study that forms one of the biggest industries in 
the world. 
 
Syllabus and teaching content  

 
AS is broken down into two units of study:   
 
Unit 1:  Materials, Components and application  

 

Pupils will study: 
¥ Fibre, yarn and fabric manufacture. 
¥ Smart materials. 
¥ Surface decoration. 
¥ Use of components and combining/ manipulating materials. 
¥ Fabric finishes and product testing. 
¥ History and development of design. 
¥ The role of the designer. 
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¥ Marketing, including the use of new technology. 
¥ Communication methods, including illustration, modelling and use of ICT. 
¥ Health and safety and environmental concerns. 
¥ Industrial and commercial practices, including CAD and CAM. 
¥ Quality control and quality assurance systems. 

 
Unit 2:  Learning through designing and making (Coursework)  

 
¥ Knowledge of the AS subject content is applied to the designing and making of 

pupils’ own projects. 
¥ It consists of a coursework portfolio charting the progress of the project through 

the design problem solving process and a completed product. 
 
The full A-level qualification is made of the AS units plus two more units that are 
studied at A2-level. 
 
Unit 3:  D esign and Manufacture  

 

Pupils will study: 
¥ Classification of fibres, fabrics and yarns and the commercial names of fibres and 

fabrics.  
¥ Manipulating and combining materials. 
¥ Major developments in textiles technology. 
¥ The work of past and present textile designers. 
¥ Fashion cycles and marketing. 
¥ The role of designers, buyers, fabric and garment technologists and 

merchandisers. 
¥ Industrial and commercial practice, including global production. 
¥ Product manufacture and quality control systems. 
¥ Health, safety and environmental concerns. 
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Unit 4:  Design and Making practice (coursework)  

 

¥ A single project chosen by the pupil. 
¥ The production of a coursework portfolio charting the progress from problem 

clarification through design development, manufacture and on to evaluation.  
 
D & T and other subjects  

 

A-level Design and Technology is designed to be either a complementary subject to 
Business Studies, Art and Design or Chemistry, or to be a contrasting subject with 
English, History and Modern languages.  It also combines very well with Geography 
and History of Art. 
 

Relevance of Textiles Technology to your future  

 
The subject is particularly suitable for pupils considering a career in Art, Design or the 
Textiles or Fashion industry, but it is also likely to have a wider appeal to those wishing 
to gain a greater understanding of our man-made environment and to develop essential 
problem solving skills.  It may also be of use to those wishing to pursue a career in 
Retail, Marketing and Merchandising, Fashion journalism and Business.  
 
An extremely wide range of Textile, Fashion and Interior Design degree courses is 
available.  This course of study may also appeal to those who are interested in the 
Media, Film, Theatre and Television.  Design & Technology Textiles may also be of 
interest to some pupils who wish to go on to study Chemical Engineering. 
 
Examination Specification  

 

AQA DT Textiles AS 1560 
AQA DT Textiles A2 2560 
Web address: http://www.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/dt_textiles_new.php 
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ECONOMICS  

Head of Department Ð Mrs A Chapman  

 
Economics has become the super-power of the social sciences. It is now at the heart of 
many political and social decisions and has relevance to us all on a personal level, but 
also in the wider context with regard to social and moral issues such as world poverty 
and environmental degradation. 

 

The course is designed to stimulate and provoke students into adopting an inquiring 
approach. It explores how firms and individuals behave and whether we need 
government to intervene in an industry or market. In addition it looks at how the whole 
(macro) economy works and how government can try to manipulate it to achieve their 
goals.  Can government really control unemployment, inflation or growth rates; if so 
how?   
 

Pupils will develop key skills:  

¥ a good command and understanding of the language of Economics 

¥ an ability to explain how theories and policies are expected to work 

¥ analytical skills which enable them to interpret economic data about the 
UK and world economy allowing them to analyse the nature of the 
problems facing it and finally to propose solutions and discuss their 
relative merits 

It is a subject that develops problem-solving skills using a logical thought pattern and 
requires candidates to be able to discuss issues using the tools of the economist.  
Although theoretical understanding is required it needs constant application to the real 
world and we analyse contemporary issues throughout the course. 
 
There is no requirement to have done GCSE Economics or Business Studies to do AS/A2 
level (it is also worth pointing out nor is A level a requirement a degree entry level).  
Economics fits well with a wide range of choices at AS and A2.  There are natural links 
with History, Politics and Geography; it develops scientific and logical arguments that 
fit well with the Sciences and Maths and yet because it is a social science there is plenty 
of discussion and debate involved. 
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Those considering taking their study of Economics to degree level are strongly advised 
that A level Maths is often a requirement of university courses, especially for pure 
Economics. 
 
Choosing both Economics and Business Studies is not recommended as some 
universities consider the subjects too similar. 
 

The Course Structure and Exams 

 
In the Lower Sixth  there are two module areas: microeconomics will focus on how 
markets work and where and why they fail; macroeconomics will deal with issues of 
growth, inflation and unemployment and develop analysis using the main economic 
models. 
 
In the Upper Sixth  we will develop the ideas further, considering theory of the firm, 
labour markets, the impact of competition, notions of equality and issues of income 
distribution in the microeconomics module. In the macroeconomics module we will 
further develop the ideas studied at AS and go on to put them in a global context.  The 
two modules in the Upper Sixth use globalisation and the EU so that pupils are asked to 
look on a more global scale than simply the UK.  
 
Module 1 (Microeconomics) and 2 (Macroeconomics) consist of 25 multiple choice 
questions, and a data response question worth 50 marks.  These papers are each 1 hour 
and 15 minutes long. 
 
Module 3 focuses on Business Economics and Module 4 on Macroeconomics.  These 
papers are examined through a data response question and an essay. A themed 
approach will be used for the data response questions focusing on the themes of 
globalisation and the EU.   These papers are 2 hours long. 
 
Examination Specification  

 

AQA Economics 2140 
Web address: http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/economics_new.php 
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Textbooks  
 
Revision Guide for AS Level Economics. 
ISBN: 978-1-905504-21-3 
Revision Guide for A2 Level Economics 
ISBN: 978-1-905504-32-9 
 
Recommended websites: 
www.tutor2u.net  
www.anforme.co.uk  
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ENGLISH LITERATURE  

 

Head of Department Ð Mr F J Llewellyn  

 

English at AS and A2 will attract all those who enjoy reading, talking and writing about 
a variety of texts, ranging from the earliest writers in the English canon, such as 
Chaucer, right up to contemporary texts by living writers, such as Ian McEwan’s 
Atonement.  Pupils will acquire a sense of the wide scope of literary texts, alongside an 
understanding of historical, cultural and critical perspectives on writers. 
 
Lessons tend to be mostly discussion based – this is a subject which thrives on lively 
debate and a willingness to investigate, share and question ideas is very useful.  Pupils 
should be prepared to read widely across all the genres of literature, and to read critical 
and theoretical texts.  They should use the opinions of major critics and theorists both to 
test their own opinions against and to gain a better understanding of the process of 
acute and illuminating analysis. 
 
Beyond reading and rereading texts, the written essay is the main way in which pupils 
work outside lessons.  It is a means of refining and focusing thought, at its best in an 
entertaining manner.  A good deal of time is spent on this most important of skills – that 
of expressing yourself lucidly, fluently and stylishly in the written medium.  Pupils 
often come to see that the production of a good critical essay is a satisfying creative 
experience in itself, though an additional benefit of this course is that the study of 
literary styles has also often helped pupils in the development of their own creative 
writing skills. 
 
The Department runs a wide range of co-curricular classes including a Debating Society, 
a Poetry Society, and Extension classes that extend pupils’ awareness of the range of 
literary texts.  The department produces their own literary magazine, Palimpsest, twice a 
year, that is filled with original student creative writing and literary criticism.  There are 
regular theatre and film trips to local venues in Cheltenham and further afield to places 
such as Stratford, London, Malvern, Bristol and Bath.  We also invite authors, speakers 
and workshop groups into school to give pupils a fresh perspective on texts.   
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Assessment 

 
We follow the OCR specification.  Assessment is via a combination of coursework and 
exam, with each examined unit worth 30% and each coursework unit worth 20% of total 
A2 marks. 
 

 Type of Text 
 

Exam or 
Coursework 

Number of texts/essays 

AS Unit 1 Poetry and Prose 
1800-1945 

Exam  3 texts, 2 questions 

AS Unit 2 Literature  
post-1900 

Coursework 3 texts, 2 essays 

A2 Unit 1 Drama and Poetry 
Pre-1800 

Exam  3 texts, 2 questions 

A2 Unit 2 Texts in Time Coursework  3 text, 1 essay 
 

 
 
Examination Specification  

 

OCR AS  English H071 
OCR A2 English H471 
Web address: http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gce/english/lit/index.aspx 
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AS GENERAL STUDIES  

Head of Department - Mr T E Brewis  

 
Available as an AS-only subject. 
 
What was the cultural impact of punk rock?  Is euthanasia wrong?  How is our 
behaviour influenced by society?  What have the films Saving Private Ryan, Seven and 
Point Break all got in common?  What goes on in the stock market?  Is genetic 
engineering a serious threat to a moral society?  Why are we exploring space?  What is 
“art”? 
 
These are just some of the questions that may arise during the General Studies AS-only 
course.  It is a broad, varied and challenging programme of study, which encourages 
students to interrogate the world around them, to pursue their own areas of interest and 
to forge connections between culture, arts, humanities, science and technology. 
 
There are three specific areas in the OCR AS specification: the Cultural Domain (Beliefs, 
Media, Film and Art, Morality, Innovation), the Scientific Domain (Application of 
science, Scientific method, Impact and application of technology) and the Social Domain 
(Politics, Social and Economic trends, Evaluation of Human Behaviour).  Through the 
course, pupils pursue their studies in these three modules, engaging in discussion and 
debate inspired by a broad range of multi-media resources.  The course builds on some 
existing academic skills, such as literacy and analytical ability, but also develops each 
student’s intellectual independence and reasoning, whilst teaching them to think 
logically and critically.  Candidates are assessed by examination, sitting two papers. 
 
General Studies will suit any student with a desire to explore and make sense of the 
world around them, and who enjoys articulating independent thought.  It provides a 
good  AS back-up to three A levels and could make a crucial difference to anyone who 
expects to attend interview for a university place or employment. 
 
Examination Specification  

 

OCR AS GCE H079 
Web address: www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gce/amlw/gen_studies/index.aspx 
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GEOGRAPHY  

Head of Department Ð Mr B R Cliff  

Introduction Ð Why should you study Geography?  

 
“Geography is the ancient and time honoured field of study that can best help provide 
the essential training needed to ensure that our citizens are prepared to assume 
responsibility and enlightened leadership in the complex and demanding global 
community of the 21st Century.” 
 
Geography is a hugely popular A-level choice nationally, as well as in College.  Dr Nick 
Tate (former Chief Executive of QCA) states:  ‘one reason why Geography is so 
important as a subject is that, more than any other, it helps us to understand one of the 
most essential features of the world in which we live - its interconnectedness.’  It is 
Geography’s ability to integrate the study of the Earth’s places, peoples, environments 
and societies that makes it so relevant to the understanding of the increasingly 
interconnected world in which we all live and work.  So, we hope that those opting for 
Geography at A level have a genuine interest in the world around them and in learning 
about the great variety of people, places and environments that they are likely to 
encounter in the 21st Century. 
 
Must I have a GCSE in Geography to consid er this A -level course? 

 
Although the skills and content base of the A-level course are intended to develop those 
covered at GCSE, it is not essential to have completed a GCSE in Geography.  However, 
the skills of a GCSE Geographer, particularly investigative fieldwork techniques, will be 
a significant advantage to any A level candidate. 
 
Syllabus and teaching methods  

 
The aims of the A-level specification are to encourage candidates to: 
   
• develop and apply their understanding of geographical concepts and processes to 
understand and interpret our changing world  
• develop their awareness of the complexity of interactions within and between 
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societies, economies, cultures and environments at scales from local to global  
• develop as global citizens who recognise the challenges of sustainability and the 
implications for their own and others’ lives  
• develop critical and reflective thinking and appreciate the importance of attitudes and 
values, in decision-making  
• become adept in the use and application of skills and new technologies through their  
geographical studies both in and outside the classroom  
• be inspired by the world around them, and gain enjoyment and satisfaction from their  
geographical studies and understand their relevance  
 
What learning m ethods will be used?  

 
Written work comes in a variety of forms.  At AS level, topics will be investigated 
through personal research (including ICT-related), note taking, work sheets, structured 
questions and short essays.  At A2 level the important skill of essay writing is 
fundamental to the entire assessment.  
 
Fieldwork will be an integral part of the AS and A2 course and there will be five field 
days during term time to give everyone a chance to investigate selected topics first hand.  
There will also be a residential field trip during the AS course, usually in the last few 
days of the Easter holiday, which all pupils are expected to attend.  
 
The department is fortunate in having its own well-resourced independent study room.  
In addition to library books, the Resources Room has its own computer suite, printer 
and other audio-visual resources.  These are all linked to the College network and the 
Internet, so pupils are strongly encouraged to pursue their studies in this excellent 
working environment. 
 
What will you study and what examinations will you take?  

 
The Advanced Subsidiary (AS) qualification consists of two units.    
 
OCR AS Units  

 
Unit 1 – Managing Physical Environments  F761 
The aims of this unit are for candidates to develop an understanding of the physical 
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processes and factors that produce the diverse features of the physical environment over 
space and time.  At the core of this module is the interdependence between humans and 
the physical environment on which they depend for so much.  We investigate how 
human activities are influenced by a complex range of physical factors, and in turn how 
these landscapes are affected by such activities.  We focus our studies on a diverse range 
of environments including rivers, coasts, and cold landscapes. 
Assessment: 1.5 hour written exam, 75 marks 
 
Unit 2 – Managing Change in Human Environments F762 
The aims of this unit are for candidates to develop knowledge and understanding of the 
factors that produce a diverse variety of human environments.  A central theme here is 
the concept of place and space, and how variety therein is dictated by a complex range 
of socio-economic and environmental factors.  The need for sustainable management of 
such dynamic systems is fundamental in the context of future challenges and delicate 
balances.  Urban landscapes are investigated in detail, and the particularly challenging 
industries of energy and tourism are used to exemplify the need for careful, well-
conceived management. 
Assessment: 1.5 hour written exam, 75 marks 
 
 
OCR A2 Units  

 
Unit 3 – Global Issues  F763 
The aims of this unit are for candidates to display a broader understanding of a range of 
interlinked contemporary global issues.  The emphasis is on a confident level of synopsis 
whereby candidates are able to draw together their understanding from a range of topic 
areas to explain more complex events and issues.  Both Environmental and Economic 
Issues are investigated in detail, from terrestrial and climatic hazards to globalisation, 
demographics and development.  The theme is very much focused on human 
involvement in these issues and how they can be managed in a sustainable way for 
future generations. 
Assessment:  2.5 hour written exam, 90 marks 
 

Unit 4 – Geographical Skills  F764 
This module is the truly discriminating feature between this new specification and its 
traditional coursework predecessor.  With the removal of coursework from A-level 
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assessment, but the welcome retention of mandatory fieldwork, candidates are now 
assessed on their understanding of the skills required to conduct relevant, academically 
credible data collection.  The rigours of geographical investigations are assessed in terms 
of an ability to design a route of enquiry that will take the candidate from a challenging 
geographical problem to a reasoned, evidenced conclusion.  There are several 
opportunities throughout the course to conduct data collection.  Beach profiling is 
conducted in Weston-Super-Mare, CBD morphology is investigated in Cheltenham, and 
of course there are the annual residential trips to the Malham Field Studies Centre in the 
Yorkshire Dales, and Snowdonia in the Lower Sixth Summer. 
Assessment:  1.5 hour written exam  
 
Geography and other disciplines  

 
In addition to its own unique content and skills base, Geography possesses both 
scientific and literary elements.  One of its major advantages, therefore, is that it can be 
linked extremely well with a wide range of subjects.  It combines well with both the 
Sciences (e.g. Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Maths) and the Arts (e.g. English, 
History, and Modern Languages), as well as with other applied subjects such as 
Economics and Politics. 
 
The development of Key Skills is a major feature of the government’s plan to broaden 
pupils’ education at A level, and one of Geography’s many advantages is that it helps 
develop intellectual, practical and social skills useful in many other A-level disciplines, 
as well as to post A-level education and employment.  An A-level geographer can expect 
to develop all the key skills as he or she completes the AS and A2 courses (e.g. 
numeracy, literacy, IT, investigation and research, problem posing and solving, logical 
reasoning and team work), as these skills are integral to the day-to-day teaching and 
learning in the subject.  

 

Relevance of Geography to your future  

 
A-level geographers wanting to study the subject further have a wide range of 
universities and courses to choose from, including Oxford and Cambridge.  A good 
Geography qualification can also help those wanting to pursue other degree courses.  A 
level Geography is accepted by universities as an entrance qualification for both Science 
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and Arts courses, as well as for vocational courses such as Law, Medicine and 
Veterinary Science.  
 
Geographers work in almost every field of employment, since the wide range of key 
skills acquired during the A-level course gives them great flexibility and makes them 
particularly attractive to employers.  Geographers enjoy one of the highest rates of 
employment following graduation and can be found using their skills and knowledge in 
a wide variety of careers, such as financial services, medicine, law, marketing, 
computing, the media and Civil Service.  Many career paths of geographers benefit from 
a more direct link with the subject (e.g. planning, leisure and tourism, environment 
consultancy, conservation, teaching and academia). 
 
 
Examination Specification   
 
 
OCR Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Geography H083.  Papers F761 / F762  
OCR Advanced GCE in Geography H483.  Papers F763 / F764 
Web address: 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/type/gce/hss/geography/index.aspx 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 37 

HISTORY  

 
Head of Department Ð Mr J O M Pepperman  

 

The History department provides energetic and inspiring teachers and thus teaching as 
the courses it delivers reflect the particular strengths and interests of the teachers.  The 
courses are offered in blocks, illustrated below, covering a range of periods and topics, 
while attempting to provide a degree of continuity across at least half of the course.  
There is an element of choice for current Fifth Form pupils dependent on blocking and 
numbers opting for a particular course.  However, pupils should not be disconcerted if 
they are unable to cover the period in which they are currently interested for their A 
level; a change of direction will provide new inspiration and the extended essay 
competitions to which we encourage entry should provide the outlet required for any 
specific interests. 
 
The courses follow the AQA specification and are as follows: 
 

 
The History of International Peoples  

 
 
2N Anti-Semitism, Hitler and the German  
People,  1919-45 
 

 
1H Tsarist Russia, 1855-1917 

 
4 India and the British Empire, 1757-1947 
 
 

 
3G British State and People, 1865-1915 
 

 
 

L6C2: The Development of the Modern European State  
 

 
2L The Impact of Stalin’s Leadership in the 
USSR, 1924-41 
 

 
1G Britain 1815-65 

 
3K Triumph and Collapse: Russia and the 
USSR, 1941-91 
 

 
4 How Wars Begin, 1815-1941 
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World History  

 
 
1G Britain 1815-65 

 
2O USA Civil Rights 1950-68 
 
 

 
4 Revolution & Nation Building in Europe 
1789-1917 
 

 
3N Aspects of International Relations 1945-
2004 
 

 
 

Britain through Time  
 

 
2N Anti-Semitism, Hitler and the German 
People, 1919-45 
 

 
1D Britain 1603-42 
 

 
4 India and the British Empire, 1757-1947 
 

 
3D Britain 1642-89 
 

 
 
Do not assume that you know everything about these periods, nor that you only have 

a particular interest in a single Historical period.  Periods you have studied before 

will be developed in ways that will open them up to you in much more detail and 

lead to far greater un derstanding, while new areas of History will surprise you and 

develop your range of interest.  Whatever block you end up in, you will receive 

inspirational teaching and be able to develop your personal ideas and interests.  

 
Extension History:  

 

For pupils interested in applying to Oxford or Cambridge, other universities that have 
high entry requirements, or merely pursuing their love of the subject, the History 
Department offers a range of extension activities.  These activities will include the 
Extended Project Qualification.  Submissions to writing competitions are also 
encouraged, an activity in which the department has had notable success in recent years.  
Seminars and lectures to the History and Politics Morley Society by outside speakers 
add to the range of development the department offers. 
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Examination Specification  

AQA History AS 1041 
AQA History A2 2041 
Web address: http://www.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/history_new.php 
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HISTORY OF ART  

 

Head of Department - Mr N Nelson  

 

This course offers an introduction to the methodology and terminology of Art History, 
and to the varied contexts in which art is produced, used and seen.  The aim is to 
develop the visual skills of observation, description and analysis in a study of painting, 
sculpture and architecture. As this will entail a certain amount of written work, it is 
assumed that candidates will be able to write with fluency and interest and must have a 
degree of competence in subjects such as English or History.  No prior knowledge of the 
subject is necessary.  This is not a practical subject.  
 
Aims of the Subject  

 

By studying this subject, the aim is to encourage students to develop and communicate 
their understanding of: 
 

¥ The roles and achievements of practitioners 
¥ The relationship between art and society 
¥ Art historical terms, concepts and issues 
¥ Methods of researching, investigating and analysing 
¥ Use of evidence and how works are interpreted and evaluated 

 
Key Features of the Subject  

 
A level History of Art: 

¥ Encourages first-hand experience and critical awareness of works of fine art, 
architecture, craft and design 

¥ Promotes a broad history of art experience for AS and a more focused one for A2 
¥ Develops critical, research and other skills, providing a sound basis for 

progression to higher education and employment 
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Course Topics 

 

Four Units:  AS 1 and AS 2, one and half hour paper each; A2 1 and A2 2, two hours 
each, one essay response from each Part.  One question in each section, giving choice of 
five questions in each Part.  
 
AS 1 Art  AS 2 Architecture, 

Craft and Design  
A2 1 Art  A2 2 Architecture, 

Craft and Design  
Part A Selected Art 
Greek - 1870 

Part A Selected 
Architecture Greek -
1945 

Part A Selected Art 
Roman - 1900 

Part A Selected 
Architecture Roman 
- present  

1 Greek Sculpture 1 Greek Architecture 1 Roman Sculpture 1 Roman 
Architecture 

2 Early Renaissance 
Italian Art  

2 Early Renaissance 
Italian Architecture 

2 High Renaissance 
and Mannerist 
Italian Art 

2 High Renaissance 
& Mannerist Italian 
Architecture 

3 European Art  
Renaissance to Rococo 

3 European 
Architecture 
Renaissance to 
Rococo 

3 European Art 
Renaissance to 
Romanticism 

3 European 
Architecture 
Baroque to 
Romanticism 

4 French Painting  
1780-1870 

Architecture 1835-
1918 

4 French Painting 
1860-1900 

4 Architecture 1945-
1970 

5 British Painting 
1780-1870 

Architecture 1900-
1945 

5 British Painting 
1850-1900 

5 Architecture 1970-
Present 

Part B Selected Art  
1850-1945 

Part B Selected Craft 
and Design 1850-
1945 

Part B Selected Art 
1945-Present 

Part B Selected Craft 
and Design 1945-
Present 

6 Lens-Based Art  
1850-1945 

6 Three-Dimensional 
Craft and Design 
1850-1918 

6 Lens-Based Art 
1945-Present 

6 Three-Dimensional 
Craft and Design 
1945-1970 

7 Painting 1880-1945 7 Three-Dimensional 
Craft and Design 
1918-1945 

7 Painting 1945-1970 7 Three-Dimensional 
Craft and Design 
1970-Present 

8 Painting 1910-1945 8 Textiles and 
Fashion Design 1850-
1945 

8 Painting 1970-
Present 

8 Textiles and 
Fashion Design 1945-
Present 

9 Sculpture 1870-1945 9 Graphic Design 
1850-1945 

9 Sculpture 1945-
Present 

9 Graphic Design 
1945-Present 

10 Irish Art 1900-1945 10 Automotive 
Design to 1945 

10 Irish Art 1945-
Present 

10 Automotive 
Design 1945-Present 
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Knowledge, Understanding and Skills  

 
At AS Level , students should develop: 
 

¥ The foundations of knowledge and understanding of art historical movements, 
practitioners and works, within chronological frameworks 

¥ The ability and confidence to express and communicate knowledge and 
understanding 

¥ Awareness of art historical terms, concepts and issues 
¥ Knowledge and understanding of the significance of techniques and materials in 

the creation of artefacts 
¥ Understanding of the principal methods of analysis and interpretation  
¥ The ability to make critical judgements 
¥ Active and independent learning 

 
At A2 Level , the course builds on AS, allowing for greater depth of study by providing 
the opportunities to develop: 
 

¥ An awareness of different sources of historical evidence 
¥ Understanding of the relationships between society and art within historical and 

other frameworks 
¥ Knowledge and understanding of the significance and role of environment, 

setting, display and audiences 
¥ An understanding of art historical approaches, such as technical, formal, 

iconographic and contextual 
¥ Increased independence in learning 
¥ Skills to explore, enquire, evaluate, discuss and compare evidence, and develop 

and support persuasive argument and counter-argument 
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Art History and other Subjects  

 

The course is open to anyone with an interest and enthusiasm for the subject. However, 
it would complement Art, Politics, History, or English A levels in particular.  A 
background in a modern foreign language would also be an advantage.  The course is 
supplemented by gallery trips, both in the UK and abroad. 
 

Examination Specification  

 

CCEA GCE History of Art. Subject Code: 3830 
Web address: http://www.rewardinglearning.org.uk/ 
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LATIN and ANCIENT GREEK  

 

Head of Department - Mr C C Wright  

 

Pupils wishing to study Latin or Greek in the Sixth Form should have a reasonable 
facility in coping with a language; that is to say that they should be able to appreciate 
the differences between another language and their own, and in particular to have a 
capacity for precise and orderly thought.  An A grade or a good B in the appropriate 
GCSE is an appropriate measure of these skills. 
 
An interest in the Ancient World is a great advantage, either in its history, archaeology, 
literature, mythology or how the Romans or Greeks have contributed to the culture of 
Europe in subsequent times.  No deep knowledge is required, but pupils must enjoy 
reading round the subject. 
 
Syllabus and teaching method  
 
AS level will require candidates to translate a passage into English which will 
demonstrate progress from GCSE.  This will be achieved by reading a good range of 
Prose and Verse authors both as texts to be prepared for class work and as written 
exercises.  This reading will also serve to develop the candidates’ knowledge of the 
literature at large.  They will also prepare two texts for examination, which will develop 
appreciation of the work as literature and as a product of its own time and place. 
 
For A2 the work on translation into English will progress to the standard of former A 
level; further texts will be studied and there will also be a paper to test linguistic skills.  
Work towards this will use up one period per week in both years as it is of considerable 
value in the papers done for AS level.  
 
Latin, Greek and other subjects  
 
Our pupils have studied Latin or Greek with a variety of subjects, including English, 
History, Modern Languages and Economics.  The development of linguistic skills clearly 
complements Modern Languages, while the historical perspective extends the 
historian’s appreciation of many aspects of the past and present.  Pupils of English will 
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find many parallels and many contrasts in the Greek and Roman authors.  The influence 
of Roman work on later European culture tends to be very direct; the importance of 
Greek is that we see there the very start of History, Drama, Epic and Oratory among 
many other genres. 
 
Relevance of Latin and Greek to your future  
 
Our pupils have been very successful in obtaining places on University Courses in 
Classics as well as courses related to their other subjects.  A background in this rigorous 
but varied study is well received in many areas; recent surveys of former university 
pupils show that they have found careers in the City, Accountancy, Business, Law, 
Journalism, Civil Service and the Foreign Office amongst many other fields. 
 
Examination Specification  

 
OCR AS Classics: Latin H039 
OCR A2 Classics: Latin H439 
OCR AS Classics: Classical Greek H040 
OCR A2 Classics: Classical Greek H440 
 
Web address: http://www.ocr.org.uk/download/kd/ocr_9611_kd_gce_spec.pdf 
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MATHEMATICS  
 

 
Head of Department - Dr  B E Enrigh t 
 
AS and A-level Mathematics requires a definite mathematical aptitude, which will 
usually have been demonstrated by a good pass at IGCSE Higher Level.  Those who 
have entered IGCSE early and have taken their studies beyond IGCSE Mathematics will 
be particularly well placed.  Logic in thought and presentation, lateral thinking, mental 
tenacity, and the ability to deal with abstract ideas are all needed and developed by the 
course. The syllabus specifications have changed requiring, in particular, greater skill 
and accuracy with the algebraic demands of IGCSE than previously. For example, 

knowing how to find solutions of the equation    

! 

x "
2
x

=1    would be a positive 

encouragement. 
 
Syllabus and teaching methods  
 
Mathematics A level is achieved by accumulating marks in six separate modular 
examinations, each of which carries the same weight. Four of these cover, in a 
progressive manner, Pure Mathematics.  These form the basic working techniques, 
which are largely algebraic, and cover the topics: calculus, co-ordinate geometry, vectors 
and numerical methods.  The other two modules cover elements of Applied 
Mathematics.  These are in Probability & Statistics and Mechanics.  In Probability & 
Statistics you will learn the statistical skills necessary to analyse and summarise data 
which can be then be related to that predicted by the theory of probability. Contexts can 
vary from calculating the chance of winning the National Lottery to analysing quality 
control on a production line.  In the module in Mechanics you will learn the skill of 
mathematical modelling; a complicated physical problem is simplified into one that can 
be analysed and solved using mathematical methods.  Problems are associated with the 
motion of objects as a result of the forces applied to them.  Contexts can vary from the 
movement of cars in the street to skiing down a slope.  Those who go on to do some 
Further Maths also meet the ideas of Discrete or "Decision" Mathematics and study the 
techniques of optimisation needed in solving practical problems in the world of modern 
business and commerce.  These can vary from deciding the minimum length of circuitry 
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needed on a printed circuit board to maximising the profit that can be made by judicious 
allocation of resources. 
 
In the Lower Sixth and Upper Sixth, at least two-thirds of the time is spent working on 
modules of Pure Mathematics while the remainder is used for Applied Mathematics. 
Students are taught in sets, which relate to their previous experience and ability.  Each 
set is taught by two teachers, one covering Pure and the other covering Applied 
Mathematics.  

 
Mathematics and other subjects  

 
Mathematics has always been popular in combination with science subjects, but is 
increasingly appreciated as a complement to Geography, Economics, History, Modern 
Languages, English and Classics.  The subject gives a sound training and discipline for 
the mind, and an awareness of statistics and the methods of problem solving, which 
permeate our technological society.  It is also taken as an intellectual challenge in its own 
right. 
 

Relevance of Mathematics to your future  
 
Mathematics A level provides a sound basis for Higher Education and leads to a wide 
range of careers in Industry, Commerce, Finance and the Public Services, which 
increasingly depend on mathematical skills.  It is also an entrance qualification for many 
post A-level vocational courses. 
 
 
Examination Specification  

 

OCR, Mathematics 7890 

Web address: www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as_alevelgce/mathematics/index.html 
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FURTHER MATHEMATICS  
 
Head of Department - Dr B E Enright  
 
Further Mathematics A level is available to those of high mathematical calibre who 
enjoy an academic challenge.  This is a second A level taken in addition to Mathematics.  
It extends studies of the same topics in greater depth, as well as introducing other more 
advanced areas, particularly in Pure Mathematics.  Students are given five extra periods 
of teaching across the eight-day timetable.  The syllabus extends that already required 
for Mathematics A level and requires the candidate to accumulate more "modules".  
Mathematics and Further Mathematics counts as one choice but count as two A levels. 
 
An AS Level in Further Mathematics, as well as an A level in Mathematics, i.e. one and a 
half A levels, is also available to those who may not have the time or opportunity for the 
extra periods, but whose A-level work progresses rapidly. 
 
Further Mathematics and other subjects  

 

As well as the extension of pure mathematical techniques, more applied mathematics 
modules in Mechanics are studied which can link with areas covered in Physics.  The 
study of Statistics is extended, particularly in respect of significance testing which 
supports any subject requiring data analysis.  Discrete Mathematics is included which 
has applications in many business and scientific areas of marketing and optimization.  
  
Relevance of Further Mathematics to your future  
 
Further Mathematics is valued by all universities for subjects which have a mathematical 
base; Mathematics, but also Physics, Engineering, Chemistry, Computing, Economics, 
Geography.  The "better" universities will be particularly interested in those who have 
taken this option.  It counts as a separate A level to Mathematics: university offers based 
on 3 A-level grades can include Mathematics and Further Mathematics as two of these. 
 
Examination Specification  

 

OCR Further Mathematics , subject code 7891 

Web address: www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/as_alevelgce/mathematics/index.html 



 49 

MODERN LANGUAGES (FRENCH, GERMAN AND SPANISH)  
 
Head of Department - Mrs M E Swingler  

 
French, German  and Spanish  
 
Pupils wishing to follow an AS or A-level course in Modern Languages need to have a 
sound knowledge of the grammatical basics of their chosen language and must feel 
confident in the four language areas of listening, reading, writing and speaking.  They 
must have taken Higher Tier in all skills at GCSE level or have reached an equivalent 
standard if they have not been following the English education system.  They must be 
interested in developing their knowledge and understanding of the culture and way of 
life of the target-language countries and they should be prepared to spend some time 
outside the classroom improving their listening and reading skills. They should arrange 
to spend a short period in a country where the target language is spoken, during the 
holidays. Modern Language pupils may seek financial assistance for travel by applying 
for a Calvert Memorial Award. Details of this award are distributed in the Autumn 
Term.   
 
Syllabus and teaching method  
 
Pupils starting their AS or A-level courses in September will be prepared for the 
specification offered by AQA. (French 2650, German 2660 and Spanish 2695)  
 
As well as learning how to communicate at a higher level in the language they have 
chosen, pupils will learn more about a wide range of aspects of the societies in which the 
language is spoken.  Lessons will be conducted mainly in the target language. 
 
Reading 

 
Pupils will be taught to read, understand and extract information from written passages 
in the target language that are taken from authentic sources such as magazines, 
newspapers, reports and books.  In the Lower Sixth, pupils will be introduced to 
literature through the reading of extracts, novels or poems.  Two texts/topics/films will 
be studied in the Upper Sixth. 
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Listening  

 
Working in the language laboratory and with audio and video material in the classroom, 
pupils will be taught to understand contemporary spoken language.  Passages for 
listening practice will be taken from a range of sources such as news reports on the radio 
and television, weather forecasts, announcements, interviews and discussions. 
Authentic news bulletins are regularly broadcast and pupils will have access to Internet 
sites in order to work on a range of listening material. 
 
Speaking and Writing  

 
Pupils will learn how to write in a style that is more sophisticated than that required for 
GCSE and to hold conversations about matters of current interest in the target language.  
As well as class discussion, pupils will have one lesson a cycle in small groups with a 
native-speaking assistant.  They will acquire the necessary linguistic and organisational 
skills to 
  
¥ present information in the target language 
¥ organise their arguments 
¥ provide opinions 
¥ analyse their ideas. 
 

Examinations  

Pupils taking languages to AS level only will sit two units, one of which will be an oral 
examination.  Pupils taking languages to A2 level will sit four units, two of which will 
be oral examinations.  
 
Mandarin ab initio 
 

Mandarin is offered as an extra-curricular activity. Any pupil who is keen to progress to 
a higher level can arrange one-to-one lessons with our Mandarin teacher, but there is an 
extra charge for this. 
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Modern Languages and other sub jects 

 
The study of a modern language combines well with any other subject taken to AS or A 
level.  Apart from the desirability of continuing with a foreign language beyond the age 
of 16, the skills acquired during a language course are applicable to all other disciplines.  
For those choosing the Sciences or Mathematics for A level, the study of a language to 
AS level can provide a useful balance. 

Relevance of Modern Languages to future studies and career  

 
There is a wide range of opportunities open to pupils who have studied a foreign 
language beyond the age of 16.  Some pupils choose to do degree courses in languages, 
others choose to pursue a Higher Education course in another subject but choose a 
language option alongside it.  International Business and International Law are two 
popular choices.  Continuing a language in the Sixth Form keeps alive language learning 
skills which pupils can use to start a new language from scratch when they enter 
university.  Mandarin, Japanese, Arabic and Italian are popular choices.  Having a 
language at AS, A or degree level will certainly make pupils attractive candidates in the 
employment market, and will be an advantage if they wish to apply to companies which 
have international branches. The following website gives a great deal of useful 
information regarding the relevance and usefulness of languages: 
www.languageswork.org.uk 
 
Examination Specification  

 

AQA (French 2650, German 2660 and Spanish 2695)  
Web address: www.aqa.org.uk 
 
Core course material  
 
AQA AS French course ISBN 978 0 7487 9807 0 
AQA A2 French course ISBN 978 0 7487 9808 7 1876 
 
AQA AS German course ISBN 978 0 7487 9811 7 
AQA A2 German course ISBN 978 0 7487 9812 4 
 
AQA AS Spanish course ISBN 978 0 7487 9810 0 
AQA A2 Spanish course ISBN 978 0 7487 9809 4 
All course books are published by Nelson Thornes.  Pupils will subscribe to the website 
that forms an integral part of the courses.
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MUSIC  
 

Head of Department - Mr G S Busbridge  
 
The AS and A level Music courses offer an exciting combination of academic study and 
performance as well as the option to include composition.  There is a good range of 
choice to suit the strengths of different candidates, but all candidates will need to be 
dedicated musicians as performance contributes a significant part of the course.  A high 
GCSE grade and good musical background are essential for the course.  Our pupils who 
have already achieved high grades in performing have a great advantage from the 
outset for both AS and A2 
 
Syllabus and  teaching method  
 
The course is divided into six units, which cover academic music, harmony, listening, 
performing and composition.  There is considerable variety of choice within the study 
areas, including both academic as well as performing. Composition is an important 
element of the course, and is compulsory at AS level; at A2 level, additional Harmony 
can be taken as an alternative to Composition. 
 

AS 
 
The three course units involve performing, listening, composing and academic music, 
which includes history and analysis work as well as a little harmony.  Performing is 
assessed by the recording of prepared pieces of your own choice totalling 5-6 minutes.  
One composition is presented, which needs to fit into one of the option categories 
offered by the exam board.  There is a very small and simple piece of four-part harmony 
included in the academic examination. 
 
A2 
 
At A2 level, there is a similar structure to the units; however, there is a choice between 
specializing in further composition or taking an additional Harmony option.  The 
harmony, listening and history and analysis sections follow broadly the same pattern as 
at AS, but at a more advanced level.  Overall the A2 part of the course is more concise, 
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with fewer areas to study, but at greater depth.  For performance, a 12-15 minute recital 
is recorded, which can include ensemble playing if suitable. 
 

Music and other subjects  
 
Music has always been a highly suitable subject to combine with other arts or 
humanities A-levels, and it is well known as a combination with Mathematics.  More 
recently universities are showing more inclination towards broader mixtures of subjects 
at A level and therefore Music is now an acceptable subject to combine with almost any 
other.  Whilst Music is naturally taken by those considering it for further education, 
many pupils taking Music at A level at Cheltenham College will be studying other 
subjects at university. 
 
Relevance of Music to your future  
 
Pupils intending to pursue a career in Music will normally read Music at university or 
apply to a music college.  This can lead to a variety of related career paths including arts 
administration, media work, music technology, the recording industry and TV, teaching, 
performing etc.  
 
Examination Specification  

Edexcel AS Music – 8MU01 
Edexcel A2 Music –9MU01 
Web address: www.edexcel.org.uk 
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PHYSICS 
 

Head of Department - Mr T R C Adams  

 
Introduction  

 

The subject is suitable for pupils who have an interest in Physics, who want to find out 
how things work in the physical world and who enjoy applying their mind to solving 
problems.  All our sets will be studying the exciting 'Advancing Physics' course, which 
reflects Physics as it is practised and used today. 
 
When writing the course the authors used the following design principles: 
 
¥ It should be thoroughly up to date, in content and in modes of delivery; 
¥ It should be attractive and accessible to a wide variety of pupils; 
¥ Physics should be set in a variety of contexts, illustrating connections with 

everyday life, and with people, places, times and cultures; 
¥ Pupils should be given opportunities to develop their own interests, and be 

rewarded for individual initiative and commitment; 
¥ Use and understanding of essential mathematics should be fully supported 

within the course. 
 
In contrast to many A-level courses, pupils studying the Advancing Physics course will 
not merely be taught material that will be examined.  By deliberately including some 
non-examined material, the content can be made both more interesting and also more 
useful to those who continue to work in a scientific environment after they have left 
College.  Resource material includes a textbook for each year and a CD-Rom.   
 
It is expected that pupils choosing this subject will have achieved at least grade B in 
Mathematics and a B in Physics or a BB in GCSE Double Award Science.  However, A 
and A* grades are a better indicator of ultimate success at A level.   It is helpful, but not 
essential, for pupils taking A level Physics to continue to study Mathematics.  For those 
intending to continue with Physics or Engineering at university, an A level in 
mathematics is essential and an A level in Further Mathematics is strongly advised. 
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The Physics Course 

 
The AS part of the course is designed to give pupils a good basis for deciding what they 
want to do in the future.  It offers a broad vision of Physics in the modern world, 
providing an introduction to the subject and its uses which is thoroughly worth 
studying on its own, and which prepares the way for further study.  The course is 
specifically designed to attract pupils to the subject, and to hold their interest.  It focuses 
on how Physics is done today and shows pupils the wide range of future careers for 
which Physics is valuable.  Teaching and assessment are designed to give pupils 
opportunities to pursue and develop their own interests.  To do well in their coursework 
pupils need to become competent in the use of data logging facilities and software 
packages such as Excel.  
 
The A2 component deepens understanding of crucial ideas to prepare pupils for further 
study.  There is a careful balance between technological and applied approaches to 
Physics in use, and a wide-ranging and fundamental view of the nature of matter and 
the Universe.  The use of Mathematics is further developed, particularly through the use 
of modelling software.  Teaching and assessment provide many opportunities for 
personal involvement and individual initiative.  Further detail of the subject content can 
be found on the College website. 
 
During the two-year course pupils are encouraged to enter national competitions and to 
attend occasional lectures at local universities. The ‘Headstart’ Engineering courses 
enable pupils to stay at a university for 5 days and to find out much more about 
Engineering as a degree course and a career. We strongly recommend these to all who 
are considering this path – they also provide excellent material for the UCAS personal 
statement. 
 
Physics and other subjects at College and beyond  

 
Physics is a key subject for intending engineers and for most pure and applied scientists.  
Most Physics pupils also study Mathematics and many also take Chemistry.  However, 
an increasing number of pupils combine Physics with Economics, Geography or a 
Language.  A Physics qualification provides evidence of numeracy and an ability to 
think logically, analytically and to solve problems.  A good grade in Physics is thus held 
in high esteem by admissions tutors for any course for which these skills are at a 
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premium, and by future employers.  Many pupils will study the subject as a necessary 
stepping-stone to their career objective.  However the course has much to commend it in 
its own right.  All who study it will develop skills that are vital if they are to derive the 
greatest benefit from, and make the greatest contribution to, our increasingly 
technological society.  It should therefore also be considered as a possible option for 
those who have no intention of continuing in a Science discipline after leaving College. 
 
Examination Specification  

 

OCR Physics B (Advancing Physics) AS H159  
OCR Physics B (Advancing Physics) A2 H559 
Web address: 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/asa_levelgceforfirstteachingin2008/physics_b/i
ndex.html 
 
The Institute of Physics website has a good deal of information about the course: 
http://advancingphysics.iop.org/about_the_course/ 
 
The text books that we use are: 
Advancing Physics AS course book;  ISBN: 9780750307802 
Advancing Physics A2 course book;  ISBN: 9780750307819 
Advanced Physics for You;  ISBN: 9780748752966 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

Head of Department Ð Mr M K Coley  

 
Why choose Physical Education?  

 

The new GCE specification builds on pupils’ experience from a range of GCSE courses 
to enhance their knowledge and increase their understanding of the factors that affect 
performance and participation in physical education. The course offers pupils the 
opportunity to experience and develop an interest in a variety of roles in sport such as 
performer, official and/or leader/coach at AS and then the opportunity to specialise in 
one at A2.  As well as covering topics like anatomy and physiology, skill acquisition and 
sports psychology, the course addresses current contemporary topics in sport such as 
the impact of ergogenic aids, technology and the increasing commercialisation of sport.  
 

Specification  

 
AS units  
 
Unit 1:   Opportunities for and the effects of leading a healthy and active lifestyle  
 

¥ Applied Exercise Physiology 
¥ Skill Acquisition 
¥ Opportunities for participation  

 
Unit 2:  Analysis and evaluation of physical activity as a performer and/or in an 

adopted role/s  

 

¥ Section A: ability as a performer, official or leader 
(Candidates can be assessed in ONE  activity or more, but the roles must 
be different, i.e. assessment as a practical performer in two activities does 
not fulfil the rubric.)  

¥ Section B: application of theoretical knowledge for effective performance 
(Assessed in the written paper) 
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A2 units  

 

Unit 3:   Optimising performance and evaluating contemporary issues within sport  

 

¥ Applied physiology to optimise performance 
¥ Psychological aspects that optimise performance 
¥ Evaluating contemporary influences 

 
Unit 4:  Optimising practical performance in a competitive situation (One Role)  

 
¥ Section A: Practical performance  
¥ Section B: Observation, analysis & critical evaluation 
¥ Section C: Application of knowledge to optimise performance 

 

Physical Education and other subjects  

 
It is possible to combine PE usefully with most other subjects.  The multi-disciplinary 
nature of the subject means that it combines well with both the liberal arts (especially 
History and Geography) and the Sciences (particularly Biology for those who are strong 
enough scientists to take A level Biology).   
 
Relevance of Physical Education to your future  

 
Physical Education can be selected for one of two reasons: 
 

¥ To underlie a Higher Education course in a related sphere, e.g. sports science, 
sports studies, exercise science, physiotherapy, leisure management.  

¥ As a second or third subject to support university entry in an unrelated subject.   
PE is an acceptable qualification for entry to all universities. 

 
Examination Specification  

 
AQA GCE Physical Education AS 1580 
AQA GCE Physical Education A2 2580 
Web address: www.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/pe_new.php
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POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT  
 
Head of Department - Mr J O M Pepperman  

 

As this subject is not offered in the Lower College, it is important that those who take it 
have a lively interest in the current political scene both in this country and the rest of the 
world, and in the processes and institutions through which decisions are made and 
conflicts resolved. The ability to think in a logical and objective way, and to write 
clearly, are important to achieving success in the subject at A level. 
 
Syllabus an d teaching method  

 

Unit 1: Introduces pupils to the key channels of communication between government 
and the people, with a particular focus on the United Kingdom.  It encourages them to 
evaluate the adequacy of existing arrangements for ensuring representative democracy 
and participation. 
 
Unit 2: Introduces pupils to the major governmental processes within the UK.  The aim 
is to develop a critical understanding of the role and effectiveness of key institutions. 
 
Units 1 and 2 make up the AS level.  The A2 develops this understanding in Units 3 and 
4, which are referred to as Key and Extended Themes in Political Analysis. 
 
Unit 3: Pupils will study the unit ‘Representative Processes in the USA’: elections and 
voting, political parties, pressure groups and racial and ethnic politics. 
 
Unit 4: Pupils will study the unit entitled ‘Governing the USA’.  Topics include the 
Constitution, Congress, the Presidency and the Supreme Court. 
 
The teaching aims to generate interest and informed discussion while providing the 
basic material and directing further reading and research. The topics covered involve a 
good awareness of recent and contemporary political developments, and pupils do need 
to engage with this material and make connections outside the classroom. This is 
enhanced through regular talks given to the Morley Society and trips to different 
institutions, including Parliament.  Writing essays and shorter answers develops the 
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ability to argue a point effectively, using the evidence with discrimination, and this 
helps develop confidence and command of the subject. 
 
 
Extension Politics: The Cambridge Pre -U 

 

For pupils interested in applying to Oxford or Cambridge, or other universities that 
have high entry requirements, the Politics Department offers an additional course in 
which pupils study the nature of Ideologies and Philosophies of Politics and 
Contemporary International Debates.  These will be taught alongside the A level course, 
which will enable pupils to sit the academically highly thought of Pre-U exam, as well as 
developing their thought to what approaches undergraduate level.  
 
Introductory lectures followed by group discussions in seminars, supported by the new 
textbook are the basis for this course.  An examination of the historical developments of 
politics and international relations will introduce pupils to the key concepts of social and 
political thought and international relations.  Through the evaluation of original texts 
and the ideas of notable early modern political theorists, pupils will be encouraged to 
think critically about their own political values and ideas.  By the end of the course, 
pupils will be able to identify and comment on the positions of some of the major 
contributors to the history of political thought and to compare, contrast and evaluate the 
ideas and works of notable political theorists.  The comparative nature of the course is 
further developed as pupils begin to analyse the different political systems and political 
beliefs of other nations.  This is not only an academically helpful course, but one that 
should interest the brightest and best. 
 
For further information on Pre-U see the following website: 
www.cie.org.uk/cambridgepreu 
 
A level Examination Specification  

 

Edexcel Government and Politics AS 8GP01  
Edexcel Government and Politics A2 9GP01 
Web address: http://www.edexcel.com/quals/gce/gce08/gov/Pages/default.aspx 
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES  

 

Head of Depa rtment: The Revd Dr. R. de la Bat Smit  
 
Introduction  

 

A genuine interest and sense of enquiry are required to study Religious Studies at A 
level.  The syllabus (or specification) is intended to be accessible to candidates of any 
background.  No previous course in this or any related subject is assumed, although 
candidates must expect the demands of the subject to be comparable with those of any 
other A-level course.  

 
It is not the purpose of the examination to assess the personal religious persuasions of 
candidates.  The syllabus is deemed to be suitable for candidates of any faith or of none. 

 
Those who might benefit from the course would be those who intend to study any 
aspect of the humanities, although it will also benefit those who might be intending to 
study medicine or economics, since it involves a rigorous training in the ethics 
pertaining to these disciplines.  It will also benefit those intending to read law, because it 
imparts a number of valuable transferable skills, especially the ability to construct 
cogent and coherent arguments.  This is an interesting and exciting modern syllabus, 
which may appeal to those who may wish to pursue theology or philosophy at 
university, as well as those with an interest in the key issues of life and in questions of 
ultimate concern.  The emphasis on the acquisition of philosophical skills, thought and 
reasoning would be important for all those entering higher education. 
 

Syllabus and Teaching Method  

 

The aims of the syllabus are: 
 

¥ to promote the study of religion and its significance in human life and 
history; 

¥ to develop an interest in and enthusiasm for a rigorous study of religion; 
¥ to appreciate the importance in such study of the social, political and 

religious circumstances of the period or topic studied; 
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¥ to encourage an understanding of the Judaeo-Christian tradition; 
¥ to use an enquiring, critical and empathetic approach to the study of 

religion; 
¥ to provide good training in the use of academic tools of analysis. 

 
The subject is taught through lecture and discussion with much scope for student 
participation. Increasing use is made of ICT, especially researching on the Internet. 
Essays require wide reading and research on the part of the students. 
 
The AS course 

 

A wide choice of topics is offered for study including ethics, philosophy, aspects of 
Christianity, religion and art and the media, and religion and contemporary society.  The 
Specification is designed to be flexible and to allow teachers and candidates to either 
focus on one area of Religious Studies, or provide a broader study of religion through 
selection of a variety of topics.  For example, if candidates wished to study religion and 
ethics (AS Unit A –RSS01), they would study four topics in that unit – Utilitarianism, 
Situation Ethics, Religious teaching on the nature and value of human life, and Abortion 
and Euthanasia, and would have to answer two questions in an examination on this 
unit.  Candidates have to study two units out of a possible eleven units.  
 
 
Advanced Level (A2)  

 
At A2 the specification enables candidates to study in greater depth aspects of one or 
more religion(s), including textual, theological, historical, ethical, phenomenological and 
philosophical perspectives.  For example, if candidates chose to continue to study 
religion and ethics at A2-level (A2 Unit 3A – RST3A), they would again study four 
topics in that unit– Libertarianism, Free Will and Determinism, Virtue Ethics (Aristotle, 
MacIntyre and Foot), Religious views on sexual behaviour and human relationships, 
and Science and Technology and would have to answer two questions in an examination 
on this unit.  Candidates have to study two units out of a possible eleven units. This 
means that they will have to one unit in section 3, and one unit in section 4. There is 
wide range of topics in both sections. 
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Religious Studies and Other Disciplines  

 

Religious Studies combines well with subjects such as History, English, Economics 
and/or Political Studies as the approach and topics often overlap. 
 
Relevance of Religious Studies to your future  

 
Religious Studies involves the use of many academic skills, which should help 
candidates to develop an understanding of people, history, literature and feelings.  It is a 
discipline which will enable students to develop a philosophy of life and an ability to 
express arguments and points of view in a coherent manner in both verbal and written 
form - skills which will prove invaluable whichever direction is taken in later studies. 
 
Examination Specification  

 
AQA GCE Religious Studies 2060 
Web address: http://www.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/religious_studies_new.php 
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THEATRE STUDIES  

 
Head of Department Ð Mr F J Llewellyn  

 
Theatre Studies is a practically based course that will particularly attract pupils who 
have some acting experience already and who wish to develop their skills in a more 
formal way.  That said, pupils who simply have a strong interest in the Theatre but not 
much practical experience will also have much to gain from the course, so long as they 
are prepared to participate in an active and energetic manner.  This is a course that 
complements any combination of AS subjects and, indeed, universities have indicated 
that they especially value its emphasis on group cooperation and creative input. 
 
The centre of the AS course is preparation for the Practical Assessment (40%), which 
involves the performance of a play or part of, directed and produced entirely by the 
pupils.  As well as acting and other practical theatre skills, this tests pupils’ ability to 
work closely in a group, to cooperate and be creative whilst keeping a firm eye on the 
need to produce a show that is both entertaining and instructive for an audience within 
a set time frame, and within a style chosen by the pupils.  The amount of commitment 
and focus needed to do this should not be underestimated. 
 
The other elements of the AS course continue to look at Drama from a distinctly 
practical point of view.  You will study one Drama text (30%), looking at ways that you 
might produce particular scenes and go about creating successful characters and acting 
performances.  Opinions here may well be informed by the fact that the course also 
involves the close study of one of the key practitioners of the Theatrical Art:  
Stanislavski, Artaud or Craig. 
 
The final element of the AS course is the study of the skill of theatre reviewing (30%) for 
which, naturally, there will be a number of trips to a variety of productions throughout 
the year. 
 
At A2 the same balance of text work and performance skills is kept, with a devised 
drama assessment, and two more set texts. 
 
This is an exciting, and often exhausting, subject to choose - one that will rarely see you 
sitting quietly behind a desk in a classroom but will more often see you up and about, 
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interacting and improvising, talking and planning, laughing and applauding.  It’s 
probably not a course for the shy and retiring but even the less forthcoming pupils often 
find themselves drawn in by the energy and enthusiasm of their group. 
 

Resources 

 
The English Department has a good range of Drama texts and the Main Library is ever 
increasing its stock of both primary texts and critical and practical guidebooks.  Apart 
from the theatre trips already mentioned, reviewing can be aided by the department’s 
considerable stock of DVDs and videos, which contains many acting performances 
worthy of study. 
 

Examination Specification  

 

AQA Drama and Theatre Studies - 2240 
AS - DRAM1 & DRAM2 
A2 - DRAM3 & DRAM4 

Web address: http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/gce/drama_theatre_new.php 
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Extended Project Qualification  

 
Co-ordinator  - Mr J L Jones 

 
 
The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is a relatively new scheme offered by exam 
boards that allows you (as a candidate) to identify, design, plan, research and complete 
an individual project on an area of your choosing.  Assessment is by dissertation or 
project rather than examination and is equivalent to half an A level. 
 
At the College the EPQ is an option that pupils may choose in order to enhance and 
extend their studies in the Sixth Form.  The majority of those who choose to embark on 
the scheme would undertake a project in addition to their taught A levels.  The scheme 
is likely to appeal to those who enjoy working independently and who wish to study an 
aspect of their A level courses in much greater depth with expert guidance from a 
subject specialist or who wish to explore areas outside their chosen A level programme 
and, therefore, broaden their portfolio. 
 
The choice of format largely depends on the nature of the work being undertaken but in 
every case a key part of the final piece is a written critical evaluation of the project. 
 
The qualification appeals to universities and employers since the skills of research, 
review, analysis, writing and evaluation are developed in the project process.  In 
particular, the project helps to develop in a pupil the skills that are important to 
successful university study and careers. 
 
The core skills which learners will need to use in the course of their research and writing 
are : 

¥ to think logically about arguments which are encountered in personal research 
¥ to gather and handle source material critically 
¥ to appreciate the importance of precision in the use of language or data when 

building a case for their point of view 
¥ to show sensitivity to counter-arguments or rival theories 
¥ to develop skills in presenting the project in a persuasive, cogent fashion 
¥ to undertake a reflective study of what has been learned during the course of 

research or the statistical significance of the results. 
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The greatest benefit to the pupils as they prepare for academic courses at university lies 
in improving their own learning and performance as critical, reflective and independent 
learners.  Currently universities are unlikely to make offers conditional on an EPQ but a 
good project provides evidence that a candidate is very effective in his or her studies 
and gives an edge when applying for competitive courses at good universities. 
 
What you submit for an EPQ may be in any of the following formats: 

¥ A 6000-word dissertation (probably for the majority) 
¥ An investigation / Field Study 
¥ A performance 
¥ An artefact 

 
Pupils will be supported in their independent work by a series of lectures on research 
skills, by discussions in project interest groups and by individual tutorials with their 
project supervisor.  The EPQ is assessed internally by the outcome of the project and by 
a short oral presentation given by the candidate.  All work is moderated by the exam 
board.  The qualification accrues UCAS tariff points, including A* (70 points). 
 
The EPQ is launched at the beginning of Lower Sixth Form and pupils who are 
interested should, in the first instance, talk to their academic tutor and to Mr. John Jones. 
 
The exam boards offer very similar EPQ specifications.  We have decided to follow the 
scheme offered by Edexcel and more information can be found at their website. 
 
Web address: www.edexcel.com/quals/project/level3/ 
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ENGLISH FOR FOREIGN PUPILS  

 

Head of Department Ð Ms M Abbott  

 
Lower Sixth English for Foreign Students  

 

Pupils are tested on entry into the Sixth Form.  This exam is devised by the EFS 
department and tests reading comprehension and writing skills.  Ideally the prospective 
pupil is also interviewed.  
 
Lower Sixth pupils work towards taking IELTS (International English Language 

Testing System). This qualification is accepted by universities all over the world, 
although many in America still use TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language). 
Occasional pupils who want to go to America have individual lessons to prepare for this 
exam. 

 
The IELTS exam consists of four modules:  Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening.  
Very usefully, it targets relevant academic skills required for courses in further and 
higher education.  The materials used in each of the modules mirrors the range of topics 
most likely to feature in the examination.  The Environment, Education and Technology 
are examples of subject areas used for the course.  Scientific journals, magazines and 
newspapers represent common sources from which materials are taken.  The materials 
used, the methods used, both for analysis and for the production of written texts, reflect 
the type of work that the pupils will encounter during their first year at university.  In 
this respect the ability to present and recognise a balanced and objective argument, 
together with efficiency of communication and use of time, are regarded as key skills for 
success in both IELTS and at university.  As the course progresses the pupils’ 
competency in the English language improves which, in turn, helps with their 
involvement in their main subjects.  
 
The lessons are held during Academic Extension time, with a further extra English 
session held mid-week, for those who need more help.  One-to-one lessons can be 
arranged on a termly basis to address individual needs.  There is a charge for some one-
to-one lessons.  
 
Web address: http://www.ielts.org/) 
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LEARNING SUPPORT  

Head of Department - Ms S K Thale  

 
Many pupils who have received additional learning support in Lower College feel that 
they have developed their skills sufficiently to be able to apply them independently in 
the Sixth Form. Equally, a number of pupils find that the greater demands and higher 
expectations of ‘A’ Level work lead them to seek additional support, particularly in the 
early stages of transition from GCSE to ‘A’ Level.  
 
The Learning Support Department can help with the following skills: 
 
¥ time and task management skills 
¥ note taking and note making 
¥ advanced level reading and comprehension skills 
¥ planning and structuring an essay 
¥ developing clarity of expression in written work 
¥ spelling and grammar 
¥ revision and examination techniques 
 
Some pupils like to attend additional support classes on regular basis, whilst others 
arrange attend on a more informal basis, either arranging a single meeting or attending 
for short periods of time in order to focus upon a specific issue.  
 
The Learning Support Department can also provide advice regarding special 
arrangements and concessions for examinations.  
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DEPARTMENT OF POST -COLLEGE GUIDANCE  

 

Head of Department: Dr Richard Woodberry  

Department Secretary: Mrs Sarah Merheim -Kealy  

 
Within this department are three interlinked sections of ‘UCAS and Universities’, 
‘Careers’ and ‘Work Experience’. In today’s workplace success starts with achieving a 
good degree at the most suitable university.  Some will choose a degree because of the 
career they wish to pursue while others will know the subject they wish to study but be 
a little unsure as to where it may lead.  Consequently, both areas within the College 
have now been united under the new Department of Post College Guidance. Work 
experience can also prove to be vital when securing a place at university, as well as 
providing inspiration regarding the choice of future career and subject to be read.  This 
section is, therefore, an important third leg of the department offering support to both of 
its partner areas. 
 
UCAS and Universities  

Dr Woodberry and Mrs Merheim-Kealy deal with this directly. 
 
The College handles a large and diverse range of university applications. These are 
made, via UCAS (Universities & Colleges Admissions Service), to British universities as 
well as to foreign institutions in Europe and North America, in particular.  
 
There is a series of termly meetings with Dr Woodberry, six in total, to cover all the 
issues in the two-year cycle.  A comprehensive booklet is produced annually ensuring 
the most up to date information is available about this dynamic area. 
 
Individual students see the Head of UCAS and Universities to discuss their particular 
circumstances and to seek advice over personal statements and choices about degrees 
and institutions.  A comprehensive mock interview programme is in place to cover those 
subjects and students likely to be called: Oxbridge and medical, dental and veterinary 
medicine applicants particularly.  This section coordinates departments’ preparations for 
the increasing number of university tests such as the national ones for Medicine (BMAT 
and UKCAT) and Law (LNAT) and the individual ones, particularly for Oxford and 
now for Imperial College, London. 
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All students who have left and subsequently wish to re-apply to university are overseen 
by Dr Woodberry. 
 
Careers 

Secretary: Mrs P Mason 
 

Careers guidance and personal skills development are considered central aspects of a 
pupil’s education at the College. The Careers Centre is located in the centre of the 
school: it is complete with a modern library, containing information on all areas, 
sponsorship schemes, general literature on university and career planning, together with 
computer and video facilities.  Each House has a Tutor who supports and promotes the 
careers programme within their particular community. 
 
In the first two years at College, careers guidance is of an educationally informative 
nature.  The Fifth Form and Upper College each have a course designed for their needs. 
Booklets covering the services offered by these two programmes are produced and sent 
to parents on entry to both Years 11 (Fifth Form) and 12 (Lower Sixth Form). 
 
The Careers section supports pupils Gap Year plans and assists them in locating and 
securing Industry Sponsorship for their higher education studies. 
 
Work Experience  

Head of Section: Dr Paul Chipman 
 
The section works to foster a range of contacts and arrangements with both local and 
national businesses (especially those used by College), professional bodies (such as 
RIBA, RICS, the Royal College of Surgeons and the Law Society), ex-pupils (through the 
Cheltonian Association), local and regional hospitals and charities.  
 
In future it is hoped that through working with the Cheltonian Association it may be 
possible to offer overseas placements.  Liaison with the Junior School and their Year 8 
work experience programme further extends the range of contacts for both schools. 
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APPENDIX 1  

 
A-level results  
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%
A

B 
20

05
 

Art  16 11 4 1 0 0 0 94 100 75 95 80 83 
Biology  22 8 5 6 1 2 0 59 100 63 65 70 64 
Business 
Studies 16 1 7 3 4 0 1 50 94 77 46 50 81 
Chemistry  36 16 9 4 4 2 1 69 97 92 89 62 83 
Chinese 6 3 2 1 0 0 0 83 100 100 100 58 100 
DT 
Resistant 
Materials  8 7 0 1 0 0 0 88 100 93 79 83 100 
DT Textiles  5 2 1 2 0 0 0 60 100 75 80 60 33 
Economics 31 17 5 3 4 2 0 71 100 71 75 71 55 
English  36 13 12 10 1 0 0 69 100 100 82 79 67 
French 15 5 5 1 3 1 0 67 100 83 88 63 75 
Geography  27 7 10 8 2 0 0 63 100 65 50 84 94 
German 6 5 0 0 1 0 0 83 100 100 n/a 100 90 
History  36 12 14 8 1 1 0 72 100 79 70 86 74 
History of 
Art  9 7 1 0 1 0 0 89 100 80 82 38 57 
Latin  3 3 0 0 0 0 0 100 100 100 80 50 50 
Maths  44 19 10 8 3 4 0 66 100 75 79 90 77 
Further 
Maths  13 6 4 1 0 2 0 77 100 85 100 83 50 
Music  3 1 2 0 0 0 0 100 100 67 100 100 100 
Politics  18 5 4 3 6 0 0 50 100 74 83 84 65 
PE 9 2 4 3 0 0 0 67 100 60 59 53 43 
Physics 30 11 7 4 3 4 1 60 97 59 65 50 75 
Spanish 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 100 100 100 50 33 50 
Theatre 
Studies 8 2 4 2 0 0 0 75 100 100 75 40 33 
                            
Cumulative 
%   

41.
5 

69.
0 

86.
3 

94.
8 

99.
3 

100
.0   

 Total 
%AB  77 73 72  73 
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APPENDIX 2  

 

BLOCKING SYSTEM  

 
To fit subjects into the teaching timetable we place them in Blocks.  Each Block is in 
effect a group of 10 lessons, of which 8 are used in Lower Sixth and 9 in Upper Sixth.  All 
the subjects in Block A happen at the same time, as do those in Blocks B, C and D. Pupils 
therefore end up taking one subject from A, one from B, one from C and one from D. 
 
In March pupils are asked simply to nominate their four chosen subjects, and we try to 
fit them all into the Blocks.  Sadly, not all combinations can be met and we will let you 
know if this is the case.  Those making choices later than March are asked to choose 
within the Blocking system: one from A and so on.   

 
This year’s Blocking system looked like this: details will change in 2010 to reflect the 
pupils’ choices. 
 
 

Block A  Block B  Block C  Block D  
Art 
Business Studies 
Chemistry 
Economics 
French 
Geography  
Latin 
Politics 
RS 

English 
Geography 
History of Art  
Mathematics 
Mathematics with 
Further Maths*  
PE 
Theatre Studies 

DT (Textiles) 
French 
General Studies 
German 
History 
PE 
Physics 
Politics 
Spanish 

Biology 
Business Studies 
DT (Resistant 
Materials) 
Economics 
English 
History 
 

 
 
 
 


